106                       CHARLES   II

dissolved Parliament in July before the Bill ha<
reached its third reading. " I shall find mean
to pay the fleet/3 he is recorded to have said
ec and manage economically ; it will be difficul
and uncomfortable for me, but I will submit tc
anything rather than endure the Gentlemen oi
the Commons any longer." So the curtain fell
on the last act but one of his reign, and the long
interval gained by the dissolution enabled him to
postpone for a short space the opening of the
final act and the solution of the problem of who
should succeed him.

But the events of the last few months had left
their mark upon him. Strangers in London,
sending Christmas news into the country, noted
that the King looked so very ill " that they were
grieved to see him " ; and " that they had never
seen a man have more discontent and disorder
in his looks." In truth, his long struggle with
Parliament, his anxious negotiations with France
and counter-negotiations with Holland, his having
to keep the peace with his Ministers and his
mistresses, had at last crushed in him the bright,
care-free spirit with which his Restoration,
twenty years before, had seemed to herald in a
new heaven and a new earth.